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As an indication of the abundance of illustrations in the first volume 
it may be stated that there are nineteen full-page pictures of animals, 
grouped from studies after nature ; fifty-two finished cuts in the text of 
apes and monkeys ; twelve of bats ; twenty-eight of cats ; and thirty- 
eight of dogs. A volume on insects has appeared, and the second vol- 
ume on mammals is now in course of publication. 
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United States Commission of Fish and Fisheries. 1 — From 
a comparatively small beginning the United States Commission of Fish 
and Fisheries has, by its pi'actical results in pisciculture, assumed so 
much importance that Congress last spring appropriated fifty thousand 
dollars for the work of 1877. It is understood that this appropriation 
is to be devoted solely to the raising of fish, and not for any purely sci- 
entific investigations, although by the excellent economical management 
of Professor Baird and his assistants in past years a great deal has been 

1 United States Commission of Fish mid Fisheries. Part III. Report of the Com- 
missioner for 1873-74 and 1874-75. Washington. 1876. 8vo, pp. 777. 
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done, by their gratuitous labors, to extend the knowledge of such marine 
and fresh-water animals of the United States as form the food of fishes. 
The present report is wholly practical in its nature, comprising an in- 
quiry into the decrease of the food fishes, and the propagation of food 
fishes in the waters of the United States. Appended to the report are 
essays, mostly taken from foreign sources, on fisheries and fish culture in 
the Old World. These essays are very suggestive, and it is to be expected 
that the results of experiments and studies made by the present com- 
mission will lead to discoveries and records of equal value, should the 
commission be maintained by the government for a sufficient number of 
years. 

Hyatt's North American Sponges. 1 — The second part of this 
elaborate revision of our North American sponges contains a good many 
novel and interesting facts regarding the influence of temperature and the 
nature of the sea-bottom upon the growth, variation, and distribution of 
our useful sponges, a's well as the mode of fishing for and preparing them 
for the market. Professor Hyatt regards the sponges as forming " a 
distinct sub-kingdom or branch of animals, equivalent structurally to the 
Vertebrata or any of the larger divisions which are characterized by the 
most important structural differences." The excellence of the plates 
shows how well photography may be applied to the delineation of these 
animals. 
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1 Revision of the North American Poriferm. With Remarks upon Foreign Species. 
Part II. (Memoirs of the Boston Society of Natural History, vol. ii., Part IV., No. 
5. Boston, May 28; 1877. 4to, pp. 73. 3 carbon photographs. 



